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Friday 13th September 2019 
 

From Mrs May 

Welcome to the 2019-2020 school year and a special warm welcome to Longwood to all our new 
families. 

This is the first newsletter of the school year. Newsletters are emailed every Friday. It is really 
important that you read them carefully each week, so that you are aware of what is going on and 
can therefore support your child appropriately. I would be very grateful if you could put a message 
onto class/room WhatsApp groups, to tell everybody that they should have received this newsletter 
and that if they haven’t, they must contact the office as soon as possible. 

Hopefully, you will have seen the fabulous pottery self-portraits, which were on display for the first 

day of term. It was lovely to watch the children’s excitement at seeing their finished artwork. The 

designs were completed during a pottery workshop at the end of last term. The creations were 

taken away, glazed, fired and returned to us during the holidays. The finished results are great. 

At the end of term, we held our Art Show. I couldn’t announce the total raised, as money was still 
coming in as we broke up for the summer. The final amount, including extra donations, is £845, 
which we will be giving to the charity, 52 Lives. Thank you to everyone for supporting this event. 
Such a significant amount of money will make a big difference. 
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Staffing Update 

We are sad to say goodbye today to Anika Nizam, our early morning and midday assistant. She is 

leaving us to spend more time with her young family. We wish her all the best.  

 

Harefield Hospital Fun Run 

Last Saturday, a team from Longwood took part in the Harefield Hospital Fun Run. Everyone ran or 

walked 5k or 10k and had great fun whilst doing so. We are delighted to announce that we have 

raised over £500 so far. If you would like to donate, it is not too late. Please follow this link to do so. 

https://www.rbhcharity.org/Fundraisers/longwood-school-and-nursery-ltd-

?fbclid=IwAR3BBFlV1Nlde0N1O41TzMkOXTOTJ7AAxhnSW_c9uTdfSlZT5kwAt5DaW08 . This was a 

lovely opportunity to have fun, keep fit and support a local venture. 

 

 

From FoL 

The first Friends of Longwood meeting of the new school year is on Wednesday at 7pm in the French 

room. Please come along and get involved in planning fundraising and social events. You will not be 

pressured in any way but will meet other parents and have a say in how events are run.  

Don’t forget that the annual Longwood family picnic is taking place on Sunday 22nd September. We 

will meet near the bandstand in Cassiobury Park from 12pm onwards. Bring your own picnic and join 

in the fun and games. The picnic is always a lovely event and a chance to make new acquaintances 

and catch up with friends. 

 

  

https://www.rbhcharity.org/Fundraisers/longwood-school-and-nursery-ltd-?fbclid=IwAR3BBFlV1Nlde0N1O41TzMkOXTOTJ7AAxhnSW_c9uTdfSlZT5kwAt5DaW08
https://www.rbhcharity.org/Fundraisers/longwood-school-and-nursery-ltd-?fbclid=IwAR3BBFlV1Nlde0N1O41TzMkOXTOTJ7AAxhnSW_c9uTdfSlZT5kwAt5DaW08
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October Half Term Holiday Scheme 

I know it’s hard to think about half term already, but the booking form is now on the website. The 

programme will be there soon, so don’t delay in getting your child booked in for some fun. 

Apply for School On Time 

The deadline to apply for a state school reception place for September 2020 is Wednesday 15th 

January. The deadline to apply for a secondary school place for September 2020 is Thursday 31st 

October. You can apply online at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions.  

Nursery News 

The children in Apple Room have been learning about self-care. In these pictures, you can see them 

looking after the baby dolls, learning how to wash them and be gentle with them. 

Little Willow children have been exploring different sounds and textures. We explored water and 

paintbrushes on cardboard and noticed the different marks and patterns the water left. We also 

enjoyed feeling the cardboard when the texture had changed and become softer. During the week, 

we have also explored the pots, pans and kitchen utensils in the garden. We experimented with the 

different sounds each pot makes when it is hit with a spoon or spatula. We enjoyed singing our 

favourite songs as we beat the pots and pans to the beat. These activities help us to develop both 

our fine and gross motor skills.  

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions
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From Karin (Bursar) 

Fees - Our autumn term dates are Tuesday 10 September – Friday 13 December (12 weeks); and 

half-term is Monday 21 October – Friday 1 November (2 weeks). We are open from 7am to 7pm 

every day except for Public Holidays and we will close at 5pm on Tuesday 24 December and Tuesday 

31 December. All fees are on our website.  Parents have a choice of monthly all-inclusive fees or 

termly fees. Termly fees can be paid in full in advance, or in two instalments; at the beginning of the 

term and at half term.  If you would like to pay via a payment plan, please email me. Monthly fees 

are due in advance or at the beginning of the month.  If your childcare vouchers or any other 

payments from other sources come in during the month, again please email me. 

Grant Funding - We offer the 30-hour free childcare in accordance with the Hertfordshire guidelines.  

All children who are eligible will receive 15 hours Grant Funding and those parents who qualify for 

30 hours Grant Funding will have to give us the eligibility code. Children must be 3 years old before 

the start of the term.  Some parents may be eligible for 2-year-old funding. Please follow the link 

below: https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/Schools-and-education/Childcare-and-advice-for-

parents/Free-early-education-and-childcare/Childcare-and-free-early-education.aspx. Every 

parent/carer must complete a Grant Funding Form at the beginning of the term that their 

child/children is eligible.  Without this form, we cannot apply for funding on your behalf.  You should 

have received this but if not, please see the secretaries in Reception. 

Children who are term time only, please note the following: There are 14 Hertfordshire grant 

funding weeks this term.  There are 12 Longwood School weeks this term.  Therefore, children who 

are in receipt of grant funding will have 15 or 30 hours extra during the first week of half-term (28 

October – 1 November) and the week after we close for our Christmas holidays (16 December – 20 

December).  Your children will be able to come in during those weeks on the same days and hours 

that they attended during the term time. 

Childcare voucher schemes - We accept payments from various sources and have a number of 

childcare voucher schemes attached to us.  HMRC are also operating a scheme which offers parents 

a tax saving. Please follow the link below: https://www.gov.uk/help-with-childcare-costs/free-

childcare-and-education-for-2-to-4-year-olds 

Bank Details 
Longwood School and Nursery Ltd 
Sort code 60-00-08 
Account number 48716375 
 

Lost Property 

Our lost property box is overflowing. Please check for any of your child’s items 

of clothing next week. We will be disposing of anything still in the box next 

Friday.  

  

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/Schools-and-education/Childcare-and-advice-for-parents/Free-early-education-and-childcare/Childcare-and-free-early-education.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/Schools-and-education/Childcare-and-advice-for-parents/Free-early-education-and-childcare/Childcare-and-free-early-education.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/help-with-childcare-costs/free-childcare-and-education-for-2-to-4-year-olds
https://www.gov.uk/help-with-childcare-costs/free-childcare-and-education-for-2-to-4-year-olds
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Preschool Computer Club  

For all children in FT & FW. Learn hand co-ordination with the cursor and 

basic computer skills. Please sign up for computer club with Miss Stentiford 

any day Mon - Thurs for £5.50 a lesson (£55.00) a term for 10 weeks. 

Hertsmere Family Centre 

Please take a look at the autumn programme link: http://ow.ly/d0gh50vrnwq. You will see that there 

are many opportunities to have fun, meet new people and learn some parenting skills. If you would 

like to register with the Family Centre, please follow this link: https://bit.ly/2JvnWuv 

Golf at Aldenham Golf Club 

During our Holiday Scheme, we invited Andrew Cameron from Aldenham Golf Club to run a junior 

golf academy.  This was a new venture and enjoyed by the children. If any children or their parents 

are interested, please see the attached flyers. They offer junior classes but also have a membership 

deal which is a free junior membership for the first year when you join as an adult. The junior is for 

anyone under the age of 18.  Please contact Nicholas Munro, Senior Membership Co-ordinator, for 

details. 

Congratulations 

Ethan (UKS2) was sent to me on the first day of term with his holiday diary. It was well-written and 

very original. Amongst other things, he had written instructions for how to solve a Rubik’s cube, 

answered a family questionnaire about his holiday in Centerparcs and compiled a word search about 

one of his playdates. He had put in a great deal of effort and is obviously serious about working hard 

in Year 6. A most well-deserved Headteacher’s Award sticker for Ethan! 

Guidance For Parents 

Try to talk to your child about current events, Of course, some issues are not suitable for your child, 

but there are often issues which are suitable. For example, try talking about the following :-  

Environmental activist, Greta Thunberg, set sail from the UK, on a 2-
week journey to attend the UN climate summits in New York and 
Chile. Fans gathered to wave her off on her voyage across the 
Atlantic. The 16-year-old made a speech ahead of departing from 
Plymouth on the Malizia II, a solar-powered racing yacht with 
underwater turbines. Greta said she was dedicated "to do 
everything I can" to tackle climate change which is a "very big 
problem". 
Things to talk about at home… 
Why do you think Greta chose to sail to the event instead of flying? 
Do you think it was the right thing for her to do? Why? 
What do you think would have been hard about traveling in a small boat for 2-weeks? 

Or … 

  

http://ow.ly/d0gh50vrnwq
https://bit.ly/2JvnWuv
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Fires have been burning the world’s largest tropical forest, the Amazon Rainforest, for around 4-weeks. The 
French President, Emmanuel Macron, has called the fires an “international crisis” and along with 6 other 
countries, offered money to help put the fires out. The Brazilian President, Bolsonaro, refused this money. It 
has been reported that there have been 74,000 fires in the Amazon this year so far, a lot more than last year. 
It’s a worrying increase because the Amazon very rarely burns on its own as it is usually too wet to ignite, so 
most of the fires are caused by people. The Amazon Rainforest is important to the air we breathe and for 
turning the gas carbon dioxide into oxygen. The jungle is home to many different species of wildlife and plants, 
many of which are rare or endangered. 

Things to talk about at home… 
Do you think important places like the Amazon Rainforest, should be protected by all countries 
together, rather than individual countries? 
Do you think that Brazil should accept help from other countries to try to stop the fires there? 

 

Attachments To The Newsletter 

 FoL Picnic Invitation Poster 

 Andrew Cameron Flyer (Aldenham Golf) 

 Junior Membership Poster (Aldenham Golf) 

Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted. 
 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Wednesday 18th 
Sept 

7pm in the French 
room 

FoL meeting All parents are warmly 
invited to get involved with 
planning social events and 
fundraisers.  

Sunday 22nd Sept 12pm in Cassiobury 
Park 

FoL Back To School 
Picnic 

All family and friends 
welcome. Bring your own 
picnic. 

Monday 23rd Sept During the school day UKS2 Visit to the 
Thames Explorer 
Trust and a tour of 
the Globe Theatre 

We will be travelling by 
public transport. Leaving 
school at 8.30 prompt. 
Children require a packed 
lunch and full school 
uniform. Cost - £30. 

Friday 27th Sept In the hall, 8.30am 
onwards 

McMillan Coffee 
Morning 

Parents invited to have a 
drink and cake and a chat. 
Cake donations most 
welcome. Children to bring 
£1 or £2. 

Friday 11th Oct During the school day FS, KS1, LKS2 & UKS2 
trip to Lee Valley for 
a Mindfulness and 
Natural Art Day 

We will be travelling by 
coach. Leaving school at 
9am. Children require a 
packed lunch and full school 
uniform. Cost - £15. 

Friday 11th Oct 7pm in the school hall FoL Quiz Night More details to follow 
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Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Wednesday 16th 
Oct 

3-5pm in the school 
hall 

EYFS creativity 
workshop for parents 

Sign up at reception or 
email 
info@longwoodschool.co.uk 

Nursery, preschool and reception parents are all invited to come and learn how to help your child 
to develop their creativity. This workshop will be a mixture of theory and practical activities, so 
come ready to get involved. 

Friday 18th Oct 9.15am, St James’ 
Parish Church, Bushey 

Harvest Festival, 
followed by tea and 
cakes 

All FS, KS1 and KS2 family 
and friends welcome to 
attend 

Monday 11th Nov During the school day KS1 trip to the 
Hitchin Museum 

Travelling by coach. 
Children require a packed 
lunch and full school 
uniform. Cost - £22. 

Wednesday 20th 
Nov 

During the school day LKS2 visit to Celtic 
Harmony 
(Brickendon) for a 
Boudicca Warrior Day 

Travel by coach. Packed 
lunch required and full 
school uniform. Cost £35. 

Thursday 5th Dec 2pm in the school hall FT & FW Nativity All parents welcome. 

Monday 9th Dec 2pm in the school hall FS & KS1 Christmas 
Show 

All parents welcome. 

Wednesday 11th 
Dec 

During the school day FS, KS1, LKS2 & UKS2 
trip to the 
Pantomime at 
Watford Palace 
Theatre 

Travel will be by coach. We 
will get back to school in 
time for a late lunch. Full 
school uniform is required. 
The cost is £16. 

 


